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Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations — Seventy-eighth Report — 
“2019–20 Budget Cycle — Part 1: Estimates Hearings and Related Matters” — Motion 

Resumed from 19 August on the following motion moved by Hon Stephen Dawson (Minister for Environment) — 

That the report be noted. 

Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: I know this debate has only six minutes or so to go but I will make some brief comments 
on the seventy-eighth report by the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations. 

Hon Simon O’Brien: Good! We are looking forward to hearing it! 

Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: That is good! Estimates is very important, member. It is about the accountability and 
transparency of the government. 

Hon Simon O’Brien: Ah, a new concept for your colleagues, is it? 

Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: No! We are very proud of our record on accountability and transparency. Like other 
members in this place who are free to stand and talk on any committee report they wish, I am going to say some 
words on the seventy-eighth report. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY CHAIR: Order, members! 

Hon Simon O’Brien: How do you get on the roster? 

Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: The member can stand and speak on whatever he likes and I am sure he will, but I intend 
to make some comments — 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY CHAIR: Order, members! 

Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: Thank you, Madam Deputy Chair. 

I intend to make some comments about the importance of estimates. Everyone here would agree that the 
Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations is one of the most important committees that we have 
and that is primarily because it holds the government to account and makes sure that the government is transparent 
in the way that it uses the funds to run the state. 
Accountability and transparency are fundamental to good government and they are two of the most cornerstone 
values of an open, democratic society. We know that the major function of the Legislative Council, the house of 
review, is the scrutiny of the estimates of expenditure and the financial operations of government. It is one of the 
important roles that ensures that current governments in every state are kept accountable in the financial 
administration of the state. 
The seventy-eighth report concludes the committee’s consideration of the estimates of expenditure that were laid 
before the Council on 9 May last year. As part of its consideration, the committee heard from 11 agencies and the 
responsible minister or the minister representing in the Legislative Council. A list of those agencies that came before 
the estimates hearings are in appendix 1 of the report, as are the topics raised during that process. 
In this report the committee also investigated the special purpose accounts as a key theme and it made a number 
of findings and recommendations. The committee, as it quite rightly should be able to do, has the ability to initiate 
investigations in past, current or future aspects of financial administration of the state. Therefore, for this report, 
one of those key themes was the special purpose accounts. The report found that most departments are reconciling 
the special purpose accounts at least monthly, and the purpose of auditing the SPAs is to ensure that the governance 
agreements or the controls, if you like, are fit for purpose and the financial data is accurate. 
The committee members found that this estimates process was sound. They were happy with how estimates ran, 
and that is really important. We want to make sure that members of Parliament and the estimates committee are able 
to scrutinise government ministers, government departments and ask the questions they need to ask to make sure 
we get the level of detail required to make sure governments are accountable and transparent. It is good to read in 
this report that the committee found it was able to do that. That makes me feel confident in the estimates process. 
Sometimes we forget to thank the members of this committee for the valuable work that they do on estimates. 
I know that it is a huge amount of work but they are chaired by my good friend Hon Alanna Clohesy and they have 
a good cross-section of members on that committee, including the deputy chair, Hon Tjorn Sibma, and others. The 
committee members have done an outstanding job with the seventy-eighth report. The committee members play 
an important role in making sure that we hold our estimates hearings each year; we hold the government to account; 
and we make sure there is adequate transparency. I certainly look forward to estimates this year. 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 9 September 2020] 

 p5535c-5536a 
Hon Samantha Rowe; Hon Pierre Yang 

 [2] 

Hon PIERRE YANG: I also just want to make a very short — 
The CHAIR: Indeed, the member has! Unfortunately, members, our consideration of that matter must now be 
interrupted by temporary order 4. 
Consideration of report postponed, pursuant to standing orders. 
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